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EVAN P. HOWELL. 

BY A GEORGIAN. 

Of those rendering conspicuous service to the state dur- 
ing the Civil War, in the stormy reconstruction days, and in 
the development period following, the late Evan P. Howell, 
of Atlanta, occupies a notable position, in Georgia history. 

He was born December 10, 1839, at Warsaw in that 
part of Forsyth county which has since become Milton, 
being the son of Clark Howell, who as a boy of ten years 
was brought by his father, Evan Howell, from their North 
Carolina home to settle on what was then — 1821 — the Chat- 
tahoochee River frontier marking the line between the 
white civilization of Georgia and the Indian settlement be- 
yond. The pioneer, Evan Howell, with many other North 
Carolinians, settled in Georgia to take advantage of the 
opportunities then offered in the opening of the lands in that 
part of the state. The first few years of Evan P. Howell 
were spent in the mountain surroundings of his father's 
home with the family of several younger brothers and one 
sister. 

When young Howell was about nine years of age his 
father wishing to secure better educational advantages for 
his family of young children was attracted by the activity 
of the thriving young town of Marthasville about twenty 
miles away. He accordingly purchased a lot adjoining what 
is now the site of the Piedmont Hotel in Atlanta, removing 
his family to their new home, the name of which was 
changed from Marthasville to Atlanta the year of their com- 
ing. "The call of the country," however, to the father of 
the family proved irresistible after a year or two in the 
village of Atlanta. The father, Clark Howell, purchased a 
large tract of land on the Chattahoochee river near Atlanta, 
built a handsome home there and sold his Atlanta home to the 
famous Dr. Crawford W. Long, the discoverer of anaesthesia, 
and who at that time lived in Athens. 

Evan P. Howell after attending one of the few private 
schools in the young Atlanta, was large enough shortly after 
the removal of his father to their country home to enter the 
Georgia Military Institute at Marietta; after a course in 
which he entered the Lumpkin Law School in Athens — now 
the law school of the University of Georgia. He graduated 
at law in 1859 and went at once to Sandersville, Ga., Judge 
James S. Hook a prominent member of the bar of that circuit, 
having offered the young graduate a position in his office. 
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The storm of the Civil War was then gathering and he 
had not long been practicing law in Sandersville before the 
Confederacy made its call for volunteers. He enlisted 
in the First Georgia Regiment as orderly sergeant, becom- 
ing lieutenant within a month. At the end of a year he 
joined Captain Robert Martin in the organization of a bat- 
tery of artillery. Most of the enlistments were from among 
his comrades who, as citizens of Washington county of which 
Sandersville is the county seat, had entered the First Geor- 
gia Regiment with him. Within a few months after the or- 
ganization of this battery Captain Martin obtained his ma- 
jority and his first lieutenant, Evan P. Howell, became cap- 
tain. This battery served with distinction through the Civil 
War being known as Howell's Battery of Artillery. It served 
under Jackson in Virginia after which it was transferred to 
the Western Army being engaged in some of its most notable 
battles, and at the historic three day fight at Chickamauga 
this battery rendered particularly brilliant service. 

After Chickamauga, Howell's Battery fell back to Atlan- 
ta with General Joseph E. Johnston participating in the sev- 
eral engagements between Johnston and Sherman in the 
famous march from Chickamauga to Atlanta. 

Howell's Battery was entrenched on one of the hills 
overlooking the battlefield of Peachtree Creek which marked 
the first assault on Atlanta, and two days later it was in the 
very center of the storm of the Battle of Atlanta in which 
Captain Howell under orders to take his battery across 
the field under full fire to silence the guns of a particular 
Federal battery which was doing great damage to the Con- 
federate line, had his horse shot from under him and lost 
almost half of his company. The Federal battery, however, 
was silenced and captured. 

Captain Howell remained in the war until its close and 
then became as active a factor in the work of rebuilding the 
city and state as he had been in war. 

Immediately after the war Atlanta, having been burned 
by General Sherman, offered rare opportunity for those in 
search of business activity. The town had to be practically 
rebuilt. Captain Howell, who during the war had married 
Miss Julia A. Erwin of South Carolina, located with his wife 
and infant sons Clark and Albert upon a tract of land near 
the Chattahoochee river belonging to his father, and for 
nearly two years engaged in cutting and sawing timbers 
from the virgin forest for use as material in the upbuilding 
of Atlanta. He cut and sawed with his own hands sending 
the product of his sawmill to Atlanta where there was in- 
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sistent demand at high prices for all such material. Return- 
ing from the war in his ragged uniform, the first pair of 
trousers Captain Howell obtained to replenish his exhausted 
supply was made by his wife from one of her old calico 
dresses. At the end of two years, desiring to re-enter the 
practice of law in Atlanta, he located in the city accepting a 
position as reporter with the Atlanta Intelligencer with the 
idea of establishing himself before returning to his profes- 
sion. Serving a year as city editor of the Intelligencer, he 
resumed in 1869 the practice of his profession. He was 
exceedingly active for several years in supporting and 
strengthening the municipal government as a member of 
the city council. He then became solicitor general of the 
Atlanta circuit, serving under the eminent John L. Hopkins 
as judge, and the administration of this court with Judge 
Hopkins and Captain Howell as solicitor general, became 
notable throughout the state for its work of suppression of 
the reign of lawlessness and murder which had character- 
ized the period immediately following the days of recon- 
struction. 

In 1873 Captain Howell was elected to the state senate 
and then re-elected for the second term. He was a delegate- 
at-large from the state to the St. Louis, Cincinnati and 
Chicago Democratic National Conventions, serving in each 
on the committee on Platform and Resolutions. 

The General* Assembly of the State of Georgia having 
appropriated one million dollars for the purpose of erecting 
a new capitol building in Atlanta, Governor McDaniel ap- 
pointed Captain Howell in 1888 as a member of the Capitol 
Commission of five charged with plenary power in the con- 
struction of this building. The commission accomplished 
the unique feat of completing the building within the appro- 
priation and turning back into the state treasury the unused 
part of the fund. 

Prior to the erection of the new capitol building the 
City of Atlanta had undergone a heated campaign against 
the old capital, the City of Milledgeville, for the honor of 
becoming the permanent capital of the state, subject only to 
change by a vote of the people authorized by a two-third 
vote of both houses of the General Assembly. 

Captain Howell was one of Atlanta's executive com- 
mittee of three which had charge of the direction of this 
notable campaign, the contest resulting in Atlanta's over- 
whelming victory. 

In 1876 Captain Howell, having retired from official 
service as solicitor general to devote himself to the active 
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practice of his profession in which he engaged with pro- 
nounced success, took advantage of an opportunity to buy 
a half interest in the Atlanta Constitution. He was then the 
attorney of the paper and through that connection received 
an offer of sale from the ownership of half of the stock. 
Captain Howell purchased this and became associated with 
William A. Hemphill who owned the other half. Captain 
Howell became editor of the Constitution, Mr. Hemphill, also 
a gallant Confederate veteran, business manager, and soon 
afterwards Henry W. Grady became associated with the Con- 
stitution through an offer of Captain Howell who recognized 
his marked ability. These three men formed a historic tri- 
umvirate participating in every development of the city. 

Captain Howell who, upon his return to Atlanta after 
the war as a member of the city council, joined in laying 
the foundation of the city's new public schools system and 
the construction of the municipal water works, had been 
prominently identified with every movement looking to the 
development of the city, was at the head of the citizens or- 
ganization formed to rebuild the Kimball House upon the 
burning of the famous hotel of that name which, at that 
time, was the most notable hotel structure in the South. As 
president of the company he led the movement which con- 
structed the new Kimball House. 

Long before and then while a member of council, im- 
pressed with the idea that Atlanta's growth must come 
through its railroad development, he took an active interest 
in the movement to have the city subscribe $300,000 to the 
building of the Atlanta & Charlotte Air Line railroad giving 
the city this direct connection with New York and the East 
with which all railroad connection prior to that time was 
by way of Augusta on the one side and Chattanooga and 
Knoxville on the other. Captain Howell was named as one 
of Atlanta's two directors in the new company and rendered 
active service in pushing the road as far northward as Gaines- 
ville where it connected with the extension from Charlotte 
completing the through direct route from New York to 
Atlanta. Later on, he was active in the building of the 
Georgia Western from Atlanta to Birmingham, now a 
part of the Southern system. 

For a period of nearly a quarter of a century Captain 
Howell was prominently identified with the politics of the 
State of Georgia, recognized everywhere as a political 
"Warwick" whose force in the shaping of any public ques- 
tion perhaps exceeded that of any other individual in the 
state. He was a man of remarkable personality, his name 
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being synonymous for good humor, for sound wisdom, 
probity and progress. He had a remarkable faculty for 
going straight to the meat of any proposition and of im- 
pressing his views upon any audience. 

Captain Howell remained at the head of the Atlanta 
Constitution until he voluntarily retired in 1897, being suc- 
ceeded by his son, Clark Howell. He had intended to retire 
to the quiet of a well earned rest, but President William 
McKinley requested him to serve on a special commission 
to investigate the conduct of certain phases of the Spanish- 
American War, and in pursuance of this duty he spent sev- 
eral months in Washington shortly after the close of that 
war. While absent from Atlanta in this service something 
of special interest to the city made it desirable to secure a 
specially strong representation in the General Assembly 
and he was nominated and elected for service in the house. 
Whenever a city emergency arose his services were always 
drafted, and so after his legislative service the citizens of 
his ward insisted on his entering council to obtain some 
special recognition to which the ward thought it was en- 
titled, and which it had been unable to get. 

Captain Howell rendered the service and took such an 
active interest in city affairs that a general call went up from 
all parts of the city for him to permit the use of his name as 
mayor, to which position he was elected in 1902. 

After retiring from the mayoralty Captain Howell took 
life easily at his suburban home in West End, Atlanta, where 
he died August 6, 1905, survived by his wife and seven 
children, Clark Howell, Albert Howell, Mrs. Robert L. 
Foreman, Mrs. Ida Howell Cramer, Mrs. Byron Bower, 
Miss Rosalie Howell and Evan P. Howell, Jr. 

No Atlantan ever wrought the impress of his per- 
sonality more deeply upon the city than he did for almost 
half a century. He was closely identified with every civic 
development in Atlanta and was particularly active in the 
affairs of the first Cotton Exposition held in Atlanta in 
1881, of which he was a director and which contributed 
wonderfully to the development of the textile industries of 
the South. 

Captain Howell was closely identified for many years 
with the broad field of American Journalism, having been 
president of the Southern Associated Press from its organi- 
zation until it was merged into the national association. He 
numbered his friends by the thousands among newspaper 
and public men the country over, and the news of his death 
was received everywhere with expression of universal regret. 
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He was a man of remarkable force of character, vigorous, 
determined and strong, and one of his essential characteris- 
tics was his unswerving loyalty to his friends and his tire- 
less fidelity to any cause that he espoused. He never under- 
took to do a thing by half way methods and whenever he 
got into a contest he pushed his leadership with boundless 
energy. If a loser, he accepted defeat most gracefully and 
always without a scar — if a victor, as he generally was, he 
was more than generous to the vanquished. 

At the close of the Civil War during which he had 
fought for nearly five years to dismember the Union, he 
became intensely interested in the effort to bring about 
National reconciliation, and perhaps the greatest work of 
his newspaper, The Constitution, was the service it rendered 
under Captain Howell and Henry W. Grady in the broad 
influence it exerted in strengthening the bonds of fraternity 
between the North and the South and in wiping out the last 
vestige ol sectional animosity. 



MUSTER ROLL OF A COMPANY OF CONFEDERATE 
STATES TROOPS. 

We present herewith a list of soldiers serving in an 
independent artillery company in the Confederate States 
Army. We have a large number of these rolls of Confed- 
erate soldiers in the Library of the Georgia Historical 
Society, and it is our purpose to print one of them in each 
number of the Quarterly, believing that they will prove of 
sufficient interest to warrant this action 

Muster Roll of Capt. R. Martin's Company, Light Artillery, 

Army of The Confederate States of America, From 

the 28th Day of Feb. 1863, When Last Mustered, 

to the 30th Day of April, 1863. 

R. Martin, Captain, on detached duty. 
Evan P. Howell, 1st Lieut., commanding the company. 
W. G. Robson, Lieut., on twenty days leave. 
R. H. Bland, 2nd Lieut. W. H. Dudley, 7th Sergt. 

W. A. Martin, Ord. Sergt. W. K. Hall, 1st Corpl. 
H. B. Ainsworth, Q. M. Sergt. W. M. Cox, 2nd Corpl. 
E. W. Ervin, 1st Sergt. W. B. Oquin, 3rd Corpl. 

H. K. Newsome, 2nd Sergt. W. F. Webster, 4th Corpl. 
R. T. Gibson, 3rd Sergt. J. E. Cullens, 5th Corpl. 

S. D. Fulford, 4th Sergt. J. H. L. Cox, Bugle. 

J. B. Warthen, 5th Sergt. I. Hermann, Bugle. 

W. H. Hines, 6th Sergt. 



